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REPORT ON DIALOGUE WITH RUSSIA
The AIPA Dialogue with Russia was chaired by Hon. Mr. Helmi Fauzy, Member of the Indonesian House of Representatives. The dialogue started at 04.15 pm at Bima 3 Room, Santosa Villas & Resort, Senggigi, Lombok, West Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, on 19 September 2012.
The dialogue meeting was attended by the following delegates:

DELEGATES OF OBSERVER: RUSSIA
1. H.E. Mr. Iliyas Umakhanov (Deputy Speaker/HOD)

2. Hon. Mr. Grigory Ledkov (MP)

3. Hon. Mr. Bato-Zhargal Zhambalnimbuev (MP)

4. Hon. Mr. Nikolay Frolov(MP)

5. Hon. Mr. Rudik Iskuzhin (MP)
DELEGATES OF AIPA MEMBER COUNTRIES

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Dato Haji Abdullah HJ Mohd. Ja’afar (MP)
2. Hon. Datin Hajah Zasia Sirin (MP)
3. Hon. Dato Haji Mohd. Taha Abdul Rauf (MP)
Cambodia

1. Hon. Ms. Nin Saphon (MP)
2. Hon. Mr. Prak Thuch (MP)

Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Helmi Fauzy (MP)
2. Hon. Ms. Ida Ria Simamora (MP)
Lao PDR

1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Ms. Boungong Boupha (MP)
2. Mr. Bounlert Luanedouangchanh (Advisor)

Malaysia

1. Hon. Hasbi Habibollah (MP)
2. Hon. Dato Kamarudin Jaffar (MP)
Myanmar

1. Hon. Dr. Aye Myint (MP)

2. Hon. Dr. Mya Oo (MP)
The Philippines

1. Hon. Mr. Pangalian Balindong (MP)

Singapore

1. Hon. Ms. Ellen Lee Geck Hun (MP)
2. Hon. Dr. Lim Wee Kiak (MP)
Thailand

1. Hon. Mr. Watchara Petthong (MP)

Vietnam

1. Hon. Mr. Vu Xuan Hong (MP)
2. Hon. Ms. Dang Thi My Huong (MP)
The Meeting discussed the following issues:
1. Strengthening human resource development and capacity building.
In the dialogue, this issue has been given a greater attention. Russia provides scholarship to foreign students which is viewed as pivotal mechanism in cultural exchange and enhancing people-to-people relations. This program has been proven to be beneficial for the recipient countries since it allows them to develop their sustained growth.  Many who have finished their studies in Russia have become key figures in those countries. 

Beside the people-to-people exchange and scholarships program which have been enjoying significant raises, military and defence cooperations are another area of capacity building which are considered promising.

2. Promote collaborates research and strategy transfer in agriculture, food and forestry procedure.
This issue is also given priority by both Russia and ASEAN. It has been agreed that a food security should be regarded as world issue and shall therefore call for more focus and collaborations between nations, including ASEAN and Russia. Russia provided examples of area which can be explored in relation to this area such as genetically modified plant, biofueld out of agriculture waste, and sugar bearing plants for sugar production. Further; ASEAN countries are expecting Russia to cooperate and collaborate closely in agriculture productivity, post harvest and preservation technologies, possibly through MOU in agriculture and fisheries. 
3. Energy issues and environmental aspects.
There has been a longstanding cooperation between Russia and ASEAN countries in the energy sector such as in oil and gas and nuclear technology. There was a suggestion to formalize the cooperation in the energy sector through formation of MOU in energy sector. Russia, in response, cited that there has been an agreement between Russia with several countries such as Vietnam and China for long pipe construction to produce energy to the pacific coast side of Russia. Other aspect of energy issue, ‘Innovation Development’, which was a key issue at APEC and also in APPF in January 2013, is also highlighted by Russia. Cordially, Russia invited ASEAN countries to attend APPF meeting and Asia Pacific Energy Forum in Vladivostok in 2013. 

4. Strengthening efforts to address climate change adaptation needs.
Various issues were highlighted during the dialogue between ASEAN countries and Russia in regard to Climate Change. Those among others are the Kyoto Protocol and forest preservation act through formation of a new legislation. 
5. Increasing Parliamentary Cooperation between AIPA Members and Observers.
Some ASEAN countries have enjoyed a healthy relationship with Russia indicated by high level visits along with their senior officials and prominent business figures. However, there was also expectation for others for more intense exchange of high level visit in order to strengthen the relationship. 
As there were no further comments from any of delegates, the Chairperson called the dialogue session to a close at 17.50.
The Report of the Dialogue with Russia was presented to the 33rd AIPA General Assembly.
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